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„Historical geography 

is rarely data-rich” 

Rationale 



Historical data area avialable, but very often not in a user-friendly form 

Rationale 



Aim 

• To built an open access geoportal with historical statistical 

data for different administrative units of former Galicia and 

Austrian Silesia 1857-1910 

• ~83 500 km2 



Study area 

Flächen inhalt, wohnorte und bevolkerung (1857) 
General-Karte des Oesterreichischen Kaiserstaates mit einem grossen Theile der angränzenden Länder, 1856–1859, 1: 576 000 

Province Area 

[km2] 

No. of 

inhabitants 

No. of 

cities 

No. of 

towns  

No. of  

villages 

1 Schlesien 5147 443 912 26 6 669 

2 Salzburg 7165 146 769 3 20 724 

… 

18 Galizien 78489 4 597 470 85 234 6271 

19 Ungarn mit 

Serbien und 

Banat 

214495 9 900 785 90 722 9759 



GASID Geoportal 

Open access to all the data 

Typical formats (np. .shp, .txt, .doc., .xls) 

Simple analysis on-line 

Simple map compositions on-line 

Web Map Service (WMS) 

User forum 

Data quality assessment 

List of publications using geoportal data 



Time frame 

1857 – census 

1861-1863 – second military survey maps 1:28 800 

1869 – census 

1876-1878 – third military survey maps 1:25 000 

1880 – census 

1890 – census 

1900 – census 

1910 – census 

Additional map and statistical data 
sources 



Data covered 

Data 

Statistical data: 

 
- Population data incl.: 
- Confession 
- Occupation  
- Languages 
- Literacy etc. 

 
- Land use 
 

Maps: 
 
- Administrative boundaries  
- Buildings 
- Industry 
- Transportation network  

(selected) 
 



Data sources 

389 map sheets 

15x15 km  



Data sources 

~ 13500 buildings  

(on the area of 1,5%) 



Map sources 



Methodological issues -  maps, examples 

Map data quality assessment-> instructions 

Location errors  

Expected data accuracy 

Consistency betwen statistical and cartographical sources 

Temporal consistency 



Statistical data sources 

Bevölkerung und Viehstand der im Reichsrathe Vertretenen Königreiche und 

Länder, dann der Militärgränze. Nach der Zählung vom 31. December 1869, 1. Heft, 

Bevölkerung nach Geschlecht, Religion, Stand und Aufenthalt, Wien 1871. 



c
y
w

iln
e
j

w
o
js

k
o
w

e
j

o
g
ó
łe

m

m
ę
s
k
ie

j

ż
e
ń
s
k
ie

j

rz
y
m

s
k
o
k
a
to

lic
k
a

g
re

c
k
o
k
a
to

lic
k
a

o
rm

ia
ń
s
k
o
k
a
to

lic
k
a

s
ta

ro
k
a
to

lic
k
a

p
ra

w
o
s
ła

w
n
a

o
rm

ia
ń
s
k
a
 o

rt
o
d
o
k
s
y
jn

a

e
w

a
n
g
e
lic

k
o
-a

u
g
s
b
u
rs

k
a

e
w

a
n
g
e
lic

k
o
-h

e
lw

e
c
k
a

h
e
re

n
h
u
ty

z
m

a
n
g
lik

a
n
iz

m

m
e
n
o
n
it
y
z
m

u
n
it
a
ri

a
ń
s
k
a

lip
o
w

e
ra

n
iz

m

in
n
a
 c

h
rz

e
ś
c
ija

ń
s
k
a

iz
ra

e
lic

k
a

in
n
a
 n

ie
c
h
rz

e
ś
c
ija

ń
s
k
a

is
la

m

in
n
a

b
e
z
 w

y
z
n
a
n
ia

k
a
w

a
le

r

p
a
n
n
a

w
o
ln

i 
- 

ra
z
e
m

ż
o
n
a
ty

m
ę
ż
a
tk

a

w
 s

ta
n
ie

 m
a
łż

e
ń
s
k
im

w
d
o
w

c
y

w
d
o
w

y

o
w

d
o
w

ia
li 

- 
ra

z
e
m

ro
z
w

ie
d
z
e
n
i

ro
z
w

ie
d
z
io

n
e

ro
z
w

ie
d
z
e
n
i 
- 

ra
z
e
m

s
e
p
a
ro

w
a
n
i

s
e
p
a
ro

w
a
n
e

w
 s

e
p
a
ra

c
ji 

- 
ra

z
e
m

ro
z
w

ie
d
z
e
n
i 
lu

b
 s

e
p
a
ro

w
a
n
i

ro
z
w

ie
d
z
io

n
e
 l
u
b
 s

e
p
a
ro

w
a
n
e

ro
z
w

ie
d
z
e
n
i 
lu

b
 w

 s
e
p
a
ra

c
ji 

- 
ra

z
e
m

1857

1869

1880

1890

1900

1910

dane z dokładnością do poszczególnych powiatów

brak danych dla tej kategorii

Liczba ludności

Religia Stan cywilny

R
o
k
 s

p
is

u

d
e
 i
u
re

obecnej
cywil-

nej

F
re

m
d
e

Methodological issues  
- statistical data sources 

Differences in data collected by each census 

Different form of results publications 

Changes in administrative units 

Confession Martial status 
Population 

Present 



Similar works – Social Explorer 



gasid@uj.edu.pl 
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Thank you 


